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disarmament symbolized the universal desire to assure human
survival.
A disarmed world would presuppose political accommodation
among nations. Continued heavy military expenditures have
become almost an economic habit, acting like a tranquilizer for
national nervousness born of insecurity. To re-deploy the resources
now devoted to armaments would create important problems
of adjustment for individuals, countries and the entire world
economy. An advance study of these problems could therefore
be of considerable help in overcoming the difficulties of, and in
deriving the maximum benefits from, disarmament.
In pursuance of the General Assembly resolution 1516 (XV),
a group of experts was appointed by the United Nations to study
the problems of transition to a disarmed world. In' its Report,
The Economic and Social Consequences of Disarmament, the
group was "unanimously of the opinion that all the problems
and difficulties of transition connected with disarmament could be
met by appropriate national and international measures/"2
This unanimity of views was underlined by the Acting Secretary-
General, ,U Thant. in his Preface to the Report. He stated : "It
is a source of profound gratification to me, as I am sure it will
be to all governments, that, on a subject that has until recently
2 United Nations, Economic and Social Consequences of Disarmament,
Report of the Secretary-General transmitting the study of his Consultative
Group, (New York, 1962), paragraph 195. For brevity, the document is re-
ferred to in this study as The Report.
The members of the group were : V. Y. Aboltin, Deputy Director, Institute
of World Economics and International Relations, Academy of Sciences of the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics ; Mamoun Beheiry, Governor, Bank
of Sudan ; Arthur L Brown, Head, Department of Economics, University
of Leeds, England ; B. N. Ganguli, Head, the Delhi School of Economics,
India ; Aftab Ahmad Khan, Chief Economist, Planning Commission, Govern-
ment of Pakistan ; Oskar Lange, Chairman, Economic Council, Council
of Ministers of the Government of t£e People's Republic of Poland ; \V. W.
Leontief, Professor of Economics, Harvard University, United States ; Jose
Antonio Mayobre, Ambassador of Venezuela to the United States ; and Alfred
Sauvy, Director, National Institute cf Demographic Studies, Government
of France. Mr. Sauvy was represented at the meetings of the second session
of the group by Paul Paillat, also of the National Institute of Demographic
Studies.
This study draws heavily upon many of the findings of the Consultative
Group.

